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D4 in the Community

Spokane County Fire District 4 has a 
proud history of using innovative and 
unique methods of staffing. This tradition 
started nearly two decades ago with the 
implementation of the Volunteer and Part-
time staffing of stations.
As Firefighters, we understand the potential 
dangers associated with transitions. Our 
citizens may also recognize the complexity 
that comes with transition can be a 
distraction from the mission, causing an 
organization to lose focus on its priorities. 
For these reasons, the Board of Fire 
Commissioners chose a deliberate and unique 
model for the transition of the Fire Chief.

Assistant Chief Bill Neckels has promoted to 
the role of Fire Chief.
Former Fire Chief Randy Johnson has 
transitioned to a new position, Executive 
Officer (XO), reporting directly to the 
Board of Fire Commissioners, while closely 
collaborating with the Fire Chief. The XO 
will focus on projects assigned by the Board.  
Some examples of these projects are funding 
opportunities, representing the District at 
national, regional and state activities that 
incorporate the district’s best interest. 
Research of agencies and organizations that 
have implemented this deliberate style of 
transition show how those organizations have 
benefited from maintaining the connection to 
lessons learned and the corporate knowledge 
gained from years of experience. This type of 
transition has been proven to help position 
the incoming leadership team for a strong 
future.
In this time of transition, we strive to 
minimize the impact to our critical resources, 
our responders and citizens. We continue to 
look for creative solutions for stable funding 
streams and staffing solutions to help us 
better serve you, our citizens. Thank you for 
your continued support. 

Address Signs
Having first responders find your house quickly and with the least amount of 
confusion is essential in an emergency.  
One way you can ensure that your home is well marked is to order an address 
sign through Fire District 4.  Go to http://www.scfd4.org/address-signs.html 
for information.



Insurance Rating

 
Washington Surveying and Rating Bureau (WSRB) has 
completed its evaluation of the fire protection capabilities 
of your community as they relate to fire insurance rating. 
It is our pleasure to inform you that the Protection 
Classification (PC) for Spokane County Fire District 4 
has improved from Protection Class 5 to Protection Class 
4, effective July 1, 2020. 
A Protection Class (PC) 4 rating will apply to dwelling 
and commercial properties located within five road miles 
of a recognized responding fire station and properties 
that have a fire hydrant within 1,000 feet.  However, all 
residential properties in Spokane County Fire District 
4 continue to receive the ‘tender credit’ as a result of 

having a 3000-gallon water tender at all 10 of our fire 
stations throughout the district.  Fire Station 48 (17711 
N. Mt. Spokane Park Dr.) is not currently meeting 
minimum staffing criteria to retain the PC rating of 
the community. The loss of volunteer responders has 
led to this change.  Dwellings within five road miles of 
only this station will have their PC rating changed to 
a PC 9A rating. Protection Class ratings for individual 
dwelling and commercial properties are available free 
of charge by calling WSRB Customer Service at (206) 
217-0101 or emailing customerservice@wsrb.com. If you 
have questions regarding these changes, please contact  
Assistant Chief Howard Johnson at (509)467-4500 

Reducing wildfire risk starts with our community. That’s 
why we have partnered with the Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources, local fire departments 
and other wildfire experts to help everyone take action to 
get wildfire ready.  

Everyone in Spokane County who signs up at 
WildfireReady.com by June 11 will receive a FREE step-
by-step Wildfire Ready Plan and get entered to win a 
$300 North 40 Outfitters gift card.  

Join your neighbors in reducing wildfire risk at 
WildfireReady.com

Join Wildfire Ready 
Neighbors

The following are excerpts from some of the Thank You 
cards received by the District.

“Dear Firefighters, thank you for having us to the station.  It was 
amazing for the students to see so may aspects of the station.  We 
appreciate all you do for the community.”

“Our thanks to everyone with Fire District 4 and the Chaplin.”

“To the wonderful firefighters, we cannot thank you enough for the 
countless times you have come to help our father.  Thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts.”

“Dear Fire District 4, Thank you all so much for the wonderful 
care you gave.  We are forever grateful for you all being so kind to 
us.  You went above and beyond.”

Response from our 
Citizens



As Fire District 4 grows, our staff is changing to better serve the community.  Late in 2020, both Division Chief Bob 
Bender and our longtime fleet maintenance technician Brad Smith retired after 25 years of service. Jared Harms was 
hired to fill Chief Bender’s position and became the District’s first Fire Marshal. Andy Fowler filled into Brad Smith’s 
position. Andy is a second-generation District Member; Andy’s father, Wade, was a Volunteer in the late 90’s at the old 
Wayside Station (Station 49).
Dan Williams returned to the district after working as a flight medic and was hired as a career Captain/Paramedic. 
Dan filled a recently vacated Captain position and will provide oversite to our ALS program. Barbara Fleetwood and 
Lori Bryant retired from District 4 from our financial and accounting assistant positions. Amber Hansen has filled 
those positions. Laura Freibott has joined our team as the operations assistant supporting our operational staff and 
serving as the frontline to the public. With the increased demand for service comes increased wear and tear on our 
facilities and fleet. Captain Scott Reiber has filled the position of Logistics Manager. He is coordinating operations for 
our maintenance division, the firefighter recruit academy and continues to serve as one of the district’s Duty Officers. 
Please join Chief Bill Neckels and the entire D4 staff in welcoming Jared, Scott, Dan, Amber, Andy & Laura to their 
new positions! Best wishes to Bob, Brad, Barb and Lori in their retirement.

Fire District 4 Continues Transition: Retirees and New Hires 

2020 Incidents

From left to right: Division Chief Bob Bender, Brad Smith, Barbara Fleetwood, Lori Bryant, Andy Fowler, Scott Reiber, Jared Harms, Dan Williams & Laura Freibott
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It is a natural part of 
being a firefighter to 
stay involved in the 
community.  After 
all, we are serving the 
community every day. It 
brings joy to our hearts to 
be able to interact with 
citizens in a way that 

doesn’t involve an emergency!
To that end, Fire District 4 has volunteer and paid 
firefighters alike who love spending extra time helping 
people and bringing smiles to 
their faces.  There are some 
yearly programs, such as 
Pumpkin Lane and Santa Patrol, 
and special occasions that pop 
up as an opportunity to serve.  
One opportunity last year 
was to escort the Deer Park 
float around town, along with 
the Spokane County Sheriff 
Department.  Parades across 

the state were 
canceled but that 
didn’t stop our Deer 
Park residents from 
enjoying a mini 
parade in their own 
neighborhood!
Another opportunity 

was to conduct a food drive and donate to local food 
banks.  Each D4 fire station had a collection point which 
was overflowing with food to help people who needed 
it.  Captain John Howerton, a 25-year veteran of the fire 
district, coordinated it all!
We at District 4 love the community we serve.  We know 
we are blessed with 
the natural beauty 
and wonderful 
people “out here” and 
we love to give back!

District 4 Involved in the Community


